
Dear Member,

We would like to welcome new member Simon Rexworthy and we look forward to
seeing him on a visit soon. 
Instead of my usual introduction I have a report on an interesting possible future
visit. Andy Gordon.

A private tour of Downton Gorge by Andy Gordon
The ancient woodland at Downton Castle estate is still  in private hands,  but is
managed by Natural England from which organisation permission must be sought
in order to deviate from the public footpath that forms part of the Herefordshire Way
that runs south to north through the estate. Conducted tours for the Shrewsbury
Ramblers by the Warden are organised annually but I have always managed to
miss out in obtaining a place on one of them. Fed up with my own inefficiency, two
years ago I  made contact  with the Warden myself  and stressing my interest  in
ancient  trees  arranged  a  personal  tour  in  April  ‘before  the  nettles  around  the
ancient limes get too tall’. Of course we all know what happened in March 2020 so I
never got to see Downton that year. I was still keen to assess whether a visit to the
Gorge was a suitable visit for Severn Tree Trust so in March this year I again made
contact with Simon Cooter, the Warden, who said that he himself was too busy to
devote his time for a private tour but arranged for his predecessor Tom Wall to take
me. Knowing from his book The Marches how interested Andrew Allott  is in the
Gorge I asked him to come along with me. So on the morning of 22 April Andrew
and I were shown many of the ancient limes on the estate.

Downton  is  one  of  the  few  locations  in  the  UK  known  to  support  native  lime
woodlands but on Friday I learned from Tom that it is the soil type which determines
where the two species grow. At Downton the small leaved lime T. cordata grows in
the less  alkaline soils  between the two bridges over  the Teme,  then the Large
leaved lime  T. platyphyllos takes over on soils over limestone. Something else I
learnt was that Large leaved lime occasionally does grow sprouts at the base. To
quote Alan Mitchell  ‘it  is  often stated that  they never occur’.  I  used to use this
characteristic  to  identify  Common Lime (T.  x  europaea) but  I  will  now be more
careful.

A few of the ancient limes and oaks had been blown over by the recent storms as
seen in the attached picture of an ancient large leaved lime. Tom took us to see a
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young small leaved lime which had been attacked from top to bottom by a sap-
sucker, almost certainly a Greater-Spotted Woodpecker.

 
Figure 1: Storm damage at Downton Gorge, note figures on right 
for scale. (photo Andy Gordon)

My conclusion was that Downton would be of considerable interest to Severn Tree
Trust members so we will make contact with Natural England and try to fit it into our
summer 2023 programme. Andy Gordon 

Observations on Hawthorn seed germination by Richard Dorrell.
Richard reported: ‘This caught me on the hop this evening. I picked some Hawthorn
berries last autumn before the Ted Green talk. I did as Andy said to do in the April
2021 newsletter. I put them in a bag and then buried them in the garden Oct/Nov
2021. On 25th April 2022 I went to have a look at them and to my surprise many
had started to sprout. (See enclosed photo). I have pricked most of the ones that
are shooting and put them into seed trays in the green house. I didn't think I would
be doing this until next March 2023. What should I do with the rest? Keep pricking
them out as they germinate?’

Andy  Gordon  replied:  ‘How
interesting, but not too surprising.
The  standard  treatment
recommendation is for dried seed
usually  after  storage.  I  have
always  found  that  seed  after
processing  if  kept  moist  and
treated immediately does behave
differently from treated dried seed.
I have no figures to back up this
observation  but  I  have observed
this  with  other  seed  types.  FullFigure 2: Hawthorn seedlings after pricking out, growing 

in a seed tray. (Richard Dorrell)



germination is usually only achieved in the second year after the second year of hot
and cold.

I think you will find that some seeds will continue to germinate for a while this spring
but  not  all.  Yes, prick out  any that germinate and assume that  you will  get  the
remainder next year. I would be interested in your final figures.’

Report on the visit to Overleigh Cemetery, Chester, by Peter Aspin
For the first outdoor meeting of the spring and for obvious reasons at this time of
the year STT usually visits a conifer collection and so on a sunny spring day this
year we inspected two collections in Chester. We met in Grosvenor Park, one of the
best  preserved Victorian municipal  parks in the country.  This has an interesting
variety  of  evergreen  and  deciduous  trees,  all  very  well  managed  and  pruned,
necessary in such a well used space. The trees are well labelled which is ideal for
those of us who suffer from conifer dyslexia. Moreover people were reading those
information boards.  Most  of  the samples were cedars and firs  though the main
avenue alternates limes and hollies which creates a weird effect as the latter had
gone well beyond their intended cylindrical form: Those Victorian garden designers
had some strange ideas. It was fascinating in this era of health and safety to see
how two ageing trees had been incorporated into a children's play area though all
lower branches had been removed so as to negate possibility of climbing them. As
was the use of fresh wood shreds on the ground instead of an artificial surface, as
local  a  material  as  you could  find.  Some areas  of  the  park  are  maintained by
volunteers which is always good to see, giving local people a sense of pride and
ownership; too many municipal parks these days can become a private fiefdom with
no local involvement.

Overleigh Old Cemetery is also partly maintained by volunteers but this time of a
rather  more  compulsory  nature.  Very  much  a  northern  version  of  Highgate
Cemetery as with all such sites every square yard tells a story and some members

were as enthralled by blocks of carved stone
as they were by the trees. The majority of the
trees  were  Lawson's  Cypress  (there  are
around eighty  cultivars  in  total),  a  tree  that
was introduced to Europe by Andrew Murray
in  1854,  perfect  timing  for  a  Victorian
cemetery,  though  there  were  samples  of
Coastal  and  Sierra  Redwood  and  other
evergreens. One Cypress grew straight out of
the middle of a grave, perhaps planted as a
commemorative seedling but with no idea of
how large it would become- the fact that the
headstone  was  still  so  vertical  was
remarkable though the inscription could only
be  read  by  someone  with  a  very  narrow
head. However the most remarkable tree was
a Liriodendron (Tulip) of a considerable size
of  which  the  trunk  which  had  been  almost

Figure 3: Peter measuring the Tulip tree at 
Overleigh Cemetery (photo Faith Smith)



completely enclosed in calouses to a height of about thirty feet. What had caused
this effect was a mystery but it was several inches thick and indeed near the base it
was throwing out young shoots as though it  had been coppiced.  Tulip trees do
coppice very  well  throwing out  huge palm shaped leaves-  every  garden should
have one. I've always found Liriodendrons prone to wind damage but despite the
storms of last winter there was none, perhaps the calousing had strengthened it.
Indeed  few  of  the  trees  had  much  evidence  of  storm  damage.  Overleigh  is
something  of  a  secret  jewel  in  Chester  and  on  a  spring  day  with  primroses
everywhere  in  full  flower  and  many  horizontal  slabs  recently  uncovered  by  the
Friends of Overleigh (and the inscriptions as fresh as the day they were carved), it
is well worth a visit. Peter Aspin.

Whixall Moss visit on 14 May.
STT is visiting Whixall Moss as it is the exact antithesis of what we normally do, an
area  where  there  are  very  few  trees,  in  fact  where  their  growth  is  actively
discouraged since they would begin to dry out the third biggest raised bog in the
country. We often hear about pioneer species but rarely see them, at Whixall where
they manage to germinate they are generally stunted in the very acid soil.

The main car park for Whixall Moss is at Morris's Bridge so we plan to meet there at
2pm. If anyone is unsure how to get there then they are welcome to meet at the
farm here (The Hollies, SY4 5RT) anytime after 11am – lots of seats if you want to
bring sandwiches, refreshments etc. And there are no loos on the Moss. We will
leave here at about 1.15pm. Have lived here for 40 years and the borderlands of
Whixall are as mysterious as ever. Strong boots are essential and if there has been
much  recent  rain,  then  suggest  Wellingtons.  I  would  advise  members  to  bring
binoculars and for anyone hard of hearing put new batteries in aids- have never
been on the Moss in Spring and not heard the cuckoos. The Moss has a fascinating
history, especially in the World Wars, with good signage, so there is something for
everyone.

One proviso. The Moss is very exposed with little shelter. I would suggest that if the
weather forecast is very bad on the 14 May then we should change it to the next
day, ie the Sunday. (Please contact Peter Aspin on 01948 840073 if this is the case
or any other member of the committee). Peter Aspin

Last branch….
Thank you to all our continuing members and welcome to our new members.
There are a very small number of members who have not yet paid the annual
subscription and we would ask you to pay John Tuer please. If in any doubt
please talk to a committee member.

Trunk news….
We are planning the planting at Hopesay where we are planting hawthorn (plus
some oaks) in a hedge. The hedge line has been double fenced by the landowners,
the NT. We are looking ahead for members to help us and the NT plant the hedge
next winter, so please talk to Andy or John about this exciting project.


